
Dear Tamiscal Family, 

 

As the season begins to change, I hope you and your student‘s school year at Tamiscal has gotten 

off to a ‗successful‘ start. I put successful into quotation marks because student success at Tamiscal 

has a complex and nuanced definition. While passing marks and progress toward graduation is in-

deed progress for all students, this traditional measure of school success is overly simplistic and 

does not capture the alternative forms of progress we see on our campus on a daily basis. For some 

of our students, success means simply continuing to attend class in a limited way while focusing on 

larger personal or health issues. For others, success is now having the time to aggressively pursue 

their passion outside of school while still accessing a rigorous high school curriculum. For our 

newer Tamiscal students, success may be finally completing the shift in their identity as an 

‗independent learner‘ where they are taking on the self-responsibility and behaviors (time manage-

ment, organization, proactive, seeking help) indicative of success at our school.  

 

As many of you already know, math teacher Donna Alexander has announced that she will be retir-

ing and leaving Tamiscal at the end of this semester. Donna‘s personal dedication and advocacy for 

her students left an imprint on our school‘s culture that will live on for many years. While she and 

her husband Don will still be around in the area, I know they look forward to spending time travel-

ling and with their children. Thank you for your dedicated service to our students, Donna!  

 

As Donna‘s replacement, please welcome Jennifer Noland who will be coming to us from Drake 

High School where she has taught for the past 19 years. Jennifer will be a great fit with our students, 

staff, and our Tamiscal values. Not only does she have years of experience teaching all math subject 

areas, it is clear that she is ‗student centered‘, cares about the whole child, flexible, and has the per-

sonality that will support each and every one of our Tamiscal students and their unique needs. 

When the opportunity arises, please take the opportunity to welcome Jennifer to Tamiscal. 

 

Here are a couple of calendar reminders. There is no school on Friday, November 11th in observa-

tion of Veteran‘s Day and on Wednesday, November 23rd prior to Thanksgiving. Also, Tamiscal‘s 

‗Finals Week‘ is during the week of December 5th so that our students concurrently enrolled at the 

comprehensive schools do not have conflicts with their Final Exam schedule. 

 

Lastly and as many of you know, my personal family grew over the summer and I‘ve been encour-

aged to share a picture (see page 3, Comings and Goings). On July 1st, my wife, Sarah, and I wel-

comed our daughter, Finley Grace Elsen, Tamiscal Class of 2030! 

 

Sincerely, 

Corbett Elsen 

Principal 

Principal‘s Letter Mission Statement 

Tamiscal is the independent 

study/alternative high school 
that serves the students of 

the Tamalpais Union High 
School District. Our mission is 

to facilitate student learning 
in a setting that meets the 

needs of students who have 
health issues, significant off-

campus activities, necessary 
employment, family obliga-

tions or learning styles that 
make attendance at a com-

prehensive site impractical.  
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Parents congregated in The Hub on Thursday evening, September 8th, to hear about some of the 

new initiatives taking place at Tamiscal and the District. After hearing from Mary Coyne and Susan 

Berkhout about Moodle, the school‘s new online course assignment portal, and the TUHSD‘s Mis-

sion Map and Listening Campaigns, the parents dispersed into the classrooms to hear more about 

grade-level curriculum and to meet their student‘s teachers. Parents of students in the 9th grade 

met with Mary Coyne, 10th grade—Mary Ruane and Ellen Strempek, 11th grade—Susan Berkhout, 

and 12th grade—Karen McCredie and Mary Coyne. Jon Lew, Iris Meyers, and Donna Alexander, 

and Julie Gannon were also on hand to visit with parents. 

 

Tamiscal’s Online Portal: MOODLE 

Moodle is a Learning Management System (LMS) that has become very 

popular among educators around the world as a tool for creating online 

dynamic web sites for their students. The focus of the Moodle project is 

always on giving educators the best tools to manage and promote learn-

ing, but there are many ways to use Moodle. At Tamiscal, teachers post 

student assignments, and are developing a way for students to connect 

with each other through discussion posts. 

 

TUHSD’s Mission Map Feedback 

The Mission Map is a visual representation of the broad strategic direction the district will under-

take in the next several years in order to move toward realization of the mission for every student. 

The Tamalpais Union High School District is asking its community to provide vital feedback on the 

draft mission map that has been created. The mission map is a visual representation of the broad 

strategic direction the district will undertake in the next several years in order to move towards 

realization of the mission for every student. For more information, including the mission map itself 

and a feedback form, see the link at http://www.tamdistrict.org//site/Default.aspx?PageID=4352.  

TUHSD’s Parent Listening Campaign 

The District‘s Listening Campaign was conducted at Tamiscal‘s Back-to-School Night by the Na-

tional Equity Project (NEP). A Listening Campaign is a series of interview sessions that last approxi-

mately thirty minutes to one hour. Interview session questions are open-ended, and are viewed 

more as prompts for deeper discussion led primarily by the participants. The NEP facilitators tran-

scribed the participants‘ comments during the conversation. These data will help guide the decisions 

and work that will take place in the future. 

Back-to-School Night  
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Listening Campaign 

Questions 

 

What is your 

experience? 

1. What is working well at 

your school? (and who 

benefits?) 

2. What isn’t working well? 

(and who is impacted?) 

3. What would you change 

about your school? (and 

who would benefit?) 

http://www.tamdistrict.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4352


We have previously communicated about potential construction along Doherty Drive that would 

have impacted access to Tamiscal. Recent notices from the City of Larkspur indicate that construc-

tion has been delayed, and Doherty Drive access will remain as-is in the near future. We will pro-

vide additional information about potential disruptions as we are given information. 

http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/Centricity/Domain/596/Tamiscal%20High%

20School%20Doherty%208-18-11.pdf 
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Sarah, Finley, & Corbett Elsen 

Doherty Drive Update  

Comings and Goings  

This fall, Tamiscal saw many new faces on campus. In addition 

to the new students, Karen McCredie joined the Tamiscal 

staff as a core teacher. She thinks that ―it's great to be on 

such a dynamic campus.‖ She has been a part of the district 

for many years as an adult education teacher. In the past, 

adult ed and Tamiscal were joined (the ―cal‖ in Tamiscal 

stands for "center for adult learning"). She also 

teaches English as a Second Language (ESL) at Pickleweed 

Park. She really enjoys all three assignments. When she isn‘t 

teaching, she is often hiking the trails with her dog, riding her 

mountain bike or reading a book under a tree. She believes that it‘s fantastic living in Marin.  

 

Donna Alexander, Tamiscal‘s long-time, beloved math teacher will be retiring after 

the fall semester. Stop by before the holidays with all of your good wishes. Two 

thumbs up Donna! 

 

Coming in on the heels of Donna, and filling her shoes as Tamiscal‘s math teacher 

will be Jennifer Noland. Commonly referred to as ―J-No‖, Jennifer comes to Tamis-

cal from Drake High School‘s SeaDISC program, which she joined because of her 

interest in the environment. She enjoys dancing, hiking, camping, and just about 

anything involving the outdoors. Stop by after the new year and introduce yourself 

to Jennifer. 

 

And you are likely to see more of Finley Grace Elsen, too, in the coming months. Congratulations! 

Our students who are taking the Street Law course have an assignment where they 

must interview an attorney about the profession, the requirements, the academic 

preparation etc. If you are an attorney or have a family member/friend whom you 

think would be willing to be interviewed, please send an email to sberk-

hout@tamdistrict.org stating the contact information.  

 

Students will be doing these interviews sometime in November. Thanks so much for 

your help! 

Any Attorneys Out There?  

Donna Alexander 

http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/Centricity/Domain/596/Tamiscal%20High%20School%20Doherty%208-18-11.pdf
http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/Centricity/Domain/596/Tamiscal%20High%20School%20Doherty%208-18-11.pdf
mailto:sberkhout@tamdistrict.org
mailto:sberkhout@tamdistrict.org


Students gathered for an All-School 

Assembly on Friday afternoon, Au-

gust 26th. While at one of the Dis-

trict‘s comprehensive high schools 

this might sound like much, at Tamis-

cal, having all students on campus at 

the same time is a rare sight. The 

program included a viewing of the 

2011 ESPY‘s Arthur Ashe Courage 

Award given to Dewey Bozella, grade

-level meetings, and a luncheon spon-

sored by the Tamiscal Fund. For re-

turning students, the event was a 

chance to meet up with old friends, 

and for new students to glimpse the 

Tamiscal experience.  

All-School Assembly  
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Top left: Katie Allerton. 

 
Top right: Bushra Bham, 

Hafsa Baporia, Devin Green, 
and Shannon Fuller. 

 
Middle: Colette Krey, Saman-

tha Cohen, and Julia Biber.  
 

Bottom left: Pax Kivimae 
and Lucas Scheuenstuhl.  
 
Bottom middle: Theo Gough, 

Henry Stephens, Susan Berk-
hout, and Sam Wexman. 

 
Bottom right: Liz Westsmith 



 A story of courage, integrity, redemption, and ulti-

mately of triumph. A story about a man wrongly con-

victed of murder in 1983 who endured 26 years in 

prison until the case was overturned in 2009. Dewey 

Bozella, in the face of great injustice, never wavered 

and never compromised his integrity. 

 

There are many facets here that show the amazing 

personal strength of integrity and character, but one 

in particular stands out. Dewey Bozella was given mul-

tiple opportunities for parole, if he would only admit 

to his crime. He‘d rather die in prison than say those 

words and go free. He would not lie to gain freedom. 

He chose to maintain his integrity, even at the cost of 

his own free life.  

 

Bozella was 18 when he was arrested and 50 when he 

became a free man in October 2009. Bozella was ini-

tially arrested for the 1977 burglary and murder of a 

92-year-old woman shortly after her attack, but the charges were dropped because there was no 

evidence linking him to the crime. He was rearrested for the crime 6 years later after 2 inmates, who 

were released from prison for their cooperation, told prosecutors that Bozella committed the mur-

der. Bozella was convicted based solely on the strength of the informants‘ testimony.  

 

With the help of the Innocence Project, Bozella was exonerated in 2009 after serving 26 years in 

New York prisons for a murder he didn‘t commit. The Innocence Project accepted Bozella‘s case in 

2007, before learning that all biological evidence had been destroyed and DNA testing was impossi-

ble. The case was refered to WilmerHale law firm in 2008, and a team of lawyers uncovered convinc-

ing evidence that Bozella was innocent and that another man likely committed the crime. 

 

Bozella took up boxing while behind bars and eventually became the light heavyweight champ of the 

prison and even got the opportunity to fight a Golden Gloves champion. ―We are extremely proud 

that Dewey is being recognized for the incredible 

courage he displayed during and after the horrible 

injustice he suffered,‖ said Peter Neufeld, Co-

director of the Innocence Project. ―Being wrongfully 

convicted is one of the most difficult challenges that 

one can face, yet Dewey not only survived this heart-

breaking ordeal, but came out of it with humanity and 

generosity of spirit that is hard to match.‖  

 

Dewey Bozella was presented with the 2011 Arthur 

Ashe Courage Award during the ESPY Awards on 

July 13, 2011.  

“He’d rather die 

in prison than 

say those words 

and go free. He 

would not lie to 

gain freedom. 

He chose to 

maintain his 

integrity, even at 

the cost of his 

own free life.”  
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All-School Assembly: ESPY Arthur Ashe Courage Award: Dewey Bozella  

About the Innocence 

Project 
 
The Innocence Project is 
a non-profit legal clinic 

dedicated to exonerating 
wrongfully convicted 
people through DNA 

testing and reforming 
the criminal justice 
system to prevent future 

injustice.  



Convincing myself that I am in shape for 

exercise I am unprepared for is something I 

have done an overlarge amount of times, 

but not quite in the same way as I did for 

the backpacking trip I was about to embark 

on when the third day rolled around; the 

day appointed as our send off from car 

camping, into the wilds.  

  

The thing with this was, I actually was in 

shape. I felt prepared, confident, not com-

pletely at ease and freed but only a fool 

would be utterly unhindered when heading 

into the backcountry for nine days.  

  

After one and a half miles I felt as though my body was fit for bursting. My legs were okay, but my 

lungs were going to pop with each step, and I wasn‘t even the one that had asthma. Elevation was 

doing me in. Grasping my breathing apparatuses and giving them a friendly twist like an excited 

puppy with a new toy.  

  

By three miles I had come to terms that I would just have to live with it, and was thankful that we 

were taking many breaks so by three point two I was relatively okay to go on a bit further but very 

happy that we were stopping to make camp.  

  

Later in the evening, when we had eaten and caught our breaths from the uphill climb, twelve 

freezing teenagers along with two twentysomethings were clustered in a half moon shape, 

heads in the middle, listening to the life story of someone over four times their age tell his life 

story.  

  

Lawrence Charles Ford, a storyteller, was going on about all his exploitations and adventures as a 

young man. Completely oblivious that his audience, although enraptured, were one by one turning 

to frozen little ice cubes lying on the ground around him. In an attempt to hold warmth in, I had 

pinned my arms beneath my body and had my face pressed to the earth with three hoods shielding 

the back of my head. My arms were pulled inside my jacket with hands in armpits, and the sleeves 

acted as a bit of padding under me. I was still cold.  

  

The time when I was beginning to lament being on the ground, despite the stories, was evidentially 

the time others were thinking this as well for Emily got up and said, ―Chuck, I‘m going to bed.‖ 

looking at her, it was completely evident that she too was fantasizing of the warm sleeping bags and 

stuffy tents that awaited in the campsite above us.  

  

Looking around, Chuck finally realized that we were all on the cold ground while he had a pad as a 

heater beneath him to hold the heat in. Grumbling to himself that we didn‘t have pads, he let us 

shuffle off to bed.  

Day Three by Sophia Larsen, TEAM student 
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Sophia Larsen, center front in 

pink, along with other TEAM 

classmates in Iva Bell Hot 

Springs, John Muir Wilder-

ness. 

“By three miles I 

had come to terms 

that I would just 

have to live with  

it . . .” 



When I return home I‘m going to see my family 

and friends. I‘m going to see all the people I‘ve 

missed for the past ten days. I‘ve spent those ten 

days pushing myself physically and mentally. Tak-

ing in some of the most beautiful sights of my life, 

living simply, and bonding with people who, at 

Tam High, I would never have talked to. I‘m go-

ing to return home and everyone will ask me 

―How was it?‖ 

  

How do I answer this question? There is cer-

tainly no way to do it with words. ―It was fun.‖ 

No. ―It was relaxing.‖ No. ―It was a learning ex-

perience.‖ No. These words do not do it justice. 

I could bring home a map but maps are just paper. No amount of circling with a pencil, measuring 

with a ruler, or emphasizing of the contours can make somebody have the feeling of walking through 

Evolution Valley, or eating the lowest quality but best tasting lunch of your life at Sapphire Lake. It 

won‘t make them feel the burn in their quads from summiting Bishop pass, or descending into Dusy 

Basin. They won‘t know what it feels like to sit in a tent and watch wild deer lick your urine off the 

ground in Little Peat Meadow. No, a map of the Sierras is useless outside of the Sierras. 

  

I could bring home a souvenir, a rock, flower, or stick perhaps. But what are these things to some-

body who wasn‘t there? The pebble does little to capture the breathtaking glory of its multi-million-

ton counterpart. A single flower will not adequately represent the sun-bathed field it was plucked 

from. And a stick, no matter how long, is not 747,956 acres of wilderness. That is a useless idea. The 

only thing that disclosing a rock to your friends as if it were a prized artifact would accomplish is, a 

few quizzical sneers and a snarky comment along the lines of ―God, remember when he used to be 

cool?‖ 

  

The only way to answer the question ―How was it?‖  would be to give the asker a fifty five pound 

pack, a beautiful place, and fourteen people they just met. Then say to them, ―Come back in twelve 

days. Then you‘ll know.‖ I wish I could do that for everyone who asks, but I cannot. So when some-

body asks me, ―How was it?‖ I think I‘ll stick with my good old apathetic failsafe answer, ―It was 

good.‖ 

TEAM is a one-year academic and experiential program open to juniors in the Tamalpais Union High 

School District. By constantly challenging students both individually and as a group, TEAM aims to 

increase self-reliance and sense of academic relevance. TEAM offers students a variety of real life 

experiences in four phases of experiential education: community service, career exploration, wilder-

ness adventure, and ropes course leadership, while providing a demanding college preparatory aca-

demic curriculum. 

About the TEAM Program 

Photo from TEAM website. 

“So when 

somebody asks me, 

“How was it?” I 

think I’ll stick with 

my good old 

apathetic failsafe 

answer, “It was 

good.” 
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Sierra Trip Reflective Essay by Aidan McGuinness, TEAM student 

2011-12 TEAM students on 

the way to Mt. Tam summit. 



We have been very busy with our seniors since school opened. Beginning with the senior meeting 

the first week of school, we have moved into the college application process.  

 

An e-mail has gone out to all senior parents whose e-mail addresses we have inviting them to sched-

ule senior chats. Please have a meeting at home with your student about college BEFORE you come 

to your senior chat. Discuss the realities of your budget for college; find out what schools your child 

is thinking about etc. With some preliminary work on your part, the senior chat time will be much 

more productive than if we have to start from scratch, and we only have an hour for each chat. 

 

We also scheduled three college application workshops where we started the on-line applications 

for UC and the CSU and the Personal Statement for the UC application. Just a reminder, the cutoff 

for GPA is 3.0 for the UC and 2.0 for the CSU for academic courses taken during 10th & 11th grades. 

Students cannot apply unless they meet minimum GPA and have the 15 required courses. 

 

I work closely with our College and Career Specialist, Julie Gannon, and we often send out informa-

tion via e-mail. If you have not been receiving our e-mails (so far they have gone only to senior and 

junior parents), please send us an e-mail so that we can update your address: 

 jgannon@tamdistrict.org  

 

UPCOMING IN HUB 

Junior Parent/Student Night: Wednesday, November 9th 6:30-7:30 PM  

 

As always, if you have questions about your student‘s transcript, graduation progress, etc. 

contact me via e-mail sberkhout@tamdistrict.org (preferred) or phone (415) 945-3757. 
 

Counselor‘s Corner by Susan Berkhout 
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“Our students 

achieve success all 

over the world.” 

College and Career News by Julie Gannon 

When looking at our last graduating class, over 90% of the Class of 2011 indicated they will con-

tinue their education by attending college.  Tamiscal students will enroll in a wide variety of schools 

in six states and three countries.  A sample of where our recent graduates will attend include: UC 

Davis, College of Marin, Reed College, Biola University, DePaul University, Cal Poly, University of 

Toronto, Berkeley City College,  and John Cabot University (Rome).  Several students indicated 

they will be participating in specialized programs in community college. 

 

The college and career search process with the new and continuing students at Tamiscal has begun!  

The high school years go by quickly. With this in mind, there are several things parents and students 

can do to prepare early and have the best options available after graduation: 

 

● Be responsible for your own plan.  If you always thought you would attend a junior college 

but decide in your senior year you want to try for a four year school, be proactive.  Find out if you 

have met the prerequisites you need and if not, enroll in the courses you are lacking.  The sooner 

you do this, the easier it will be to qualify. If you never wanted to go to college and still don‘t, we 

can help you be prepared for life after graduation. If your plan is junior college with a transfer to a 

four year school, we can offer advice on the best way for this to become a reality. Ask us for help. 

We can assist you, but only if we know what you want to do! 

 

 ● Pay attention to your transcript.  A letter grade of ―D‖ may meet a high school graduation 

requirement, but it does not meet most four year college requirements.  If you received a ―D‖ in a 

course, you should check with Susan Berkhout or me to see if it will affect your eligibility. 

“Lack of planning 

on your part does 

not constitute an 

emergency on my 

part.” 

mailto:jgannon@tamdistrict.org
mailto:sberkhout@tamdistrict.org


Computer Proficiency 
Challenge Exams  

Tam 11/18, 
12/09, 

03/23, 
04/27, 

05/18  
Drake 11/17 

 12/08, 
03/22, 

04/26, 
05/17  

Redwood 11/16, 
12/07, 

03/21, 
04/25, 

05/16  
Computer Proficiency 

Workshops  
4:30 – 7:30 

p.m. at 
Redwood 

High School - 
Room 279 

11/15, 

12/06, 
03/20, 

04/24, 
05/15 

High School Exit 
Exam CAHSEE  

Juniors, 
Seniors 

12/03 & 
12/10  

Sophomores, 
Juniors, 

Seniors 

03/13 & 
03/14  

Sophomore 

Make-Ups, 
Seniors 

05/08 & 

05/09  

STAR Testing 
 04/16-

04/20 
(make-

ups 
04/23 -

04/27) 
CSU Early Assessment 
(EAP) 

 TBA  
Advanced Placement 

 05/07-
05/11  

SAT  
12/03, 

01/28, 
03/10, 

05/05, 
06/02  

ACT  
12/10, 

02/11, 
04/14, 

06/09  
California High School 

Proficiency Exam 
 TBA 
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 College and Career News, cont. by Julie Gannon 

● Plan your test taking carefully. Juniors took the PSAT at Tamiscal on October 15th. The 

PSAT is used to determine National Merit Scholarship eligibility, and is often a good indicator of 

SAT performance. If you are planning on attending a four year college, you will most likely need the 

ACT or the SAT. Some schools may also require the SAT Subject Tests. Starting with the Class of 

2012, the University of California no longer requires the SAT Subject Tests, however they are rec-

ommended. Research test prep, practice exams and study guides. Understand the differences in the 

tests and the times they are offered. We have information and are always available to answer ques-

tions and help schedule the dates that will benefit you the most. 

 

● Make use of the resources available to you. The district has purchased the program Navi-

ance to aid students through the areas of searching for a college, research trades or investigating 

career paths. All students have received login information. Parent login material will be sent soon. 

Logon to the Tamiscal Naviance site at https://connection.naviance.com/fc/signin.php?hsid=tamiscal 

to complete a career interest survey, write a resume, research and create a college list, read about 

schools, view admissions data and look for scholarships. Tam district student‘s personal information 

(grades and test scores) are now loaded in to Naviance and students can see how their stats com-

pare to accepted students at specific colleges. I post and e-mail all important information regarding 

testing, college visits, announcements and anything else related to the college/career area.  

 

www.csumentor.edu will help you review all your coursework for eligibility to any California State 

University, as well as give you useful information on every campus in the CSU system. You can open 

an account as early as freshman year. http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/ provides information on 

the University of California system. www.princetonreview.com and www.collegeprowler.com has 

interesting information on student‘s opinions, in ranking and grading format, on everything from 

Best Dorms to Best Overall College Experience. These sites are fun and easy to read. http://

www.cccco.edu/ is the site for all community colleges in California. Information on vocational and 

certificate programs can also be found here.  

 

www.fafsa.org addresses many basic financial aid questions. Don‘t be frightened by what you don‘t 

know. This site does a great job of breaking down the whole financial aid process. College Confi-

dential has a quick EFC (expected family contribution) calculator to get an idea of what parents are 

expected to contribute to the cost of college tuition. Look under the section ―EFC Calculator‖ 

http://www.collegeconfidential.com/financial_aid/efc.htm 

 

http://www.meritaid.com will give you information about how much merit (non-need based) aid a 

school offers.  10,000 Degrees, formerly the Marin education Fund www.marineducationalfund.org 

offers free financial aid counseling and workshops.. Students interested in careers without attending 

college may want to check http://www.bls.gov/oco/ to review the Occupational Outlook Handbook. 

 

● Attend the conferences and meetings we offer. Junior night, junior conferences and senior 

chats are held for your benefit. Attend these events and keep up to date on the entire process. 

 

● Utilize the College and Career Center. Students are free to stop by and see me anytime the 

door is open. The office is stocked with catalogues, reference books and view books from all over 

the country. I have information on colleges (both community and four year), certificate programs, 

resume writing, interest surveys and just about anything you could imagine. Even if students have no 

idea what they want to do or where they want to be, they should stop by and check out what we 

have available to help them. 

 

I share my time as the College and Career Specialist with San Andreas High School. I am at Tamiscal 

part time Monday-Thursday 8:00-11:30 and 2:30-4:00. Please feel free to contact me at 415-945-

3799 with any questions.  I look forwarded to working with all of you soon. 

https://connection.naviance.com/fc/signin.php?hsid=tamiscal
http://www.csumentor.edu/
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.collegeprowler.com/
http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.cccco.edu/
http://www.fafsa.org/
http://www.collegeconfidential.com/financial_aid/efc.htm
http://www.meritaid.com
http://www.marineducationalfund.org/
http://www.bls.gov/oco/
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. . . About Tamiscal’s Report Cards 

As parents you are accustomed to receiving your 

child‘s report cards at predictable times throughout 

each school year. To date you should have received 

two report cards from us, one at the end of R1, the 

other just a week or so ago at the end of R2. 

 

While Tamiscal report cards look the same as those 

from other sites, there is one very big difference. Most 

students and parents focus on the grade received in 

each course and this is understandable. What you also 

must do is check out the number of credits that your 

student received. These credits are listed to the very 

far right side of our report cards under the word 

―Credit‖. Unlike the comprehensive sites which assign 

5 credits at the end of each semester for satisfactorily completing a course, Tamiscal assigns credit 

after each grading period. After R1, there should be one credit earned, after R2, there should be 

two more for a total of three credits earned, and after R3 there should be two more for a total of 

five credits earned. It is possible for a student to receive an A or B and partial credit—this is the 

situation that parents often don‘t understand. If a student is receiving partial credit, it means that 

work has not been turned in or tests have not been taken and passed or both. Please ask your child 

why s/he would have received partial credit, if there are partial credits listed on the report card. 

There is still time to make up partial credits if the students are diligent between now and the end of 

the semester. 

What You Need to Know . . . by Susan Berkhout  

Tamiscal has a new sign, recognizing its designation as a California Distinguished School. Be sure to 

notice it right along the street as you drive into the parking area. 

 

TUHSD has published the fall edition of its Parent and Community Connections newsletters. 

The headlines are: 
 Classroom 2020: Digital Learning Labs Offer New Ways to Educate, by Lauren Antone, Co-

Editor-in-Chief, The Jolly Roger, Sir Francis Drake High School 

 TUHSD Schools Earn High Scores 

 Enrollment Stable for 2011-2012: Growth Predicted in Future 

 Parcel Tax Renewal on November 8 Ballot 

 

You can read the full text of the articles at: http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/

Centricity/Domain/1/TamDist_Community%20Connections_092011.pdf.  

 

The 2011 TUHSD Report has also been posted on the TUHSD website. It covers: 
 Community Use of Tam District Facilities—Are the TUHSD Facilities Open to the Public? 

 Parcel Tax Renewal Slated for 11/8 Ballot 

 FAQs about Parcel Tax Dollars 

 Refunding of General Obligation Bonds Saves Taxpayers Millions 

 

The full report can be found at: http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/Centricity/

Domain/1/TheReport2011.pdf 

Site Council Members 

Susan Berkhout 

Michael Biber 

Lynn Burnes 

Corbett Elsen 

Kristin Hogan 

Lauren Infante 

Chantal Krey 

John Lew 

Mary Ruane 

Bring in your 

donations for the 

Holiday Food 

Drive!  

 

Nov. 1–Dec. 12 

News in Brief from the Tamiscal Site Council and TUHSD 

http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/Centricity/Domain/1/TamDist_Community%20Connections_092011.pdf
http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/Centricity/Domain/1/TamDist_Community%20Connections_092011.pdf
http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/Centricity/Domain/1/TheReport2011.pdf
http://www.tamdistrict.org/cms/lib/CA01000875/Centricity/Domain/1/TheReport2011.pdf
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About the CAHSEE 

 
The annual exit exam 
measures academic per-

formance with questions 
appropriate to students 
reading at a 10th grade 

level and performing 
mathematics equivalent 
to Algebra 1.  All stu-

dents are required to 
take the exams for the 
first time as sopho-
mores. Those who do 

not pass one or both 
parts of the exam have 
up to seven opportuni-

ties to retake the parts 
they failed.   

CAHSEE: California High School Exit Exam 

Adapted from a Marin IJ article by Rob Rogers, dated August 24, 2011 

 

Marin County's high school sophomores continue 
to perform well on the state's high school exit 
exam, with 90 percent passing the math and 89 
percent passing the English portion of the test. 

Marin's scores on the California High School Exit 
Examination were well above the state averages of 
83 percent for the math exam and 82 percent in 

English, according to the state Department of Edu-
cation. Of the 2,166 Marin students who attempted 
the math exam in 2010-11, 1,953 passed; 1,919 of 

2,159 sophomores passed the English exam.  
 
But listen to this: 100 percent of the 21 stu-

dents at Tamiscal High who took the exam 
passed both portions! 
 

"The Marin community can be proud that our students are passing the test at such high levels," said 
Marin County Superintendent of Schools Mary Jane Burke. "But it's important to recognize that this 
test measures very basic skill levels. We want our students to become lifelong learners, to under-

stand what it means to be accountable for their behavior and to develop skills higher than those 
measured by this particular test."  
 

Test results are available online from the state Department of Education at http://cahsee.cde.ca.gov/ 

API: Academic Performance Index 

The state of California uses a system called 

―Academic Performance Index‖ (API) as a state-

wide ranking of schools. Each high school in the 

state is given an API, which is based on student 

scores on the California High School Exit Exam 

(see below for more about the CAHSEE) and the 

California Standards Tests (STAR). The state of 

California released statewide API data in early 

September and once again, TUHSD high schools 

are among the highest achieving schools in the 

state. 

 

―Although these tests measure only a small part of 

what we believe comprises a high quality high 

school education, we are, nonetheless, very proud 

of the amazing accomplishments of our students 

and staff,‖ said Superintendent Laurie Kimbrel. 

 

Tamiscal High School‘s 2011 API was 864, compared to its 2010 API of 830.   

 

For the complete API report for Tamiscal, visit : http://api.cde.ca .gov/

Acnt2011/2011GrowthSch.aspx?allcds=21654822130078 

Alphabet Soup of Educational Tests and Metrics 

About the API 

 
The API is a single num-
ber, ranging from a low 

of 200 to a high of 1000, 
which reflects a school‘s 
performance level, 

based on the results of 
statewide testing. Its 
purpose is to measure 

the academic perform-
ance and growth of 
schools. The API is cal-

culated by converting a 
student‘s performance 
on statewide assess-

ments across multiple 
content areas into 
points on the API scale. 

These points are then 
averaged across all stu-
dents and all tests. The 

result is the API.  

http://cahsee.cde.ca.gov/
http://api.cde.ca.gov/Acnt2011/2011GrowthSch.aspx?allcds=21654822130078
http://api.cde.ca.gov/Acnt2011/2011GrowthSch.aspx?allcds=21654822130078
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From Athens to Tutus . . .   

Clockwise starting top 

left: Madison Bacchi, Jeanne 

Shepherd, and Erin Browne;  

Alicia Leggett; 

Nicole Durtschi;   
Jessica Rasmussen and Kira 

Collins;  
Mary Coyne. 



Fall 2011  Page 13 News le t ter  f or  the  Tamisca l  H igh  Schoo l  Commun i ty  ◊  Home o f  the  F ir eb i rds  

 
. . . It‘s Halloween Time at Tamiscal 

Clockwise starting top left: 

Lily Boyar;  
Nikole Denton and Chuck 

Ford;  

Lillie Konttinen;  

Raja Orr;  
Emily Rostek and Elly Fike; 

Gracie von Glasenapp, Erin 

Browne, and Jordan Mutha.  



Tamiscal High School 
305 Doherty Drive 

Larkspur, CA 94939 

Phone: (415) 945-3750 

Fax (415) 945-3752 

www.tamiscal.org 

 

STAFF CONTACTS 

phone: dial 945-extension 

 

Principal 

Corbett Elsen 3750 

 

Teachers 

Donna Alexander 3758 

Math classes only 

Susan Berkhout 3757 

Master Teacher 

Mary Coyne 3750 

Master Teacher 

Ellen Strempek 3755 

Master Teacher  

Raymond Howard 

Paraeducator 

Don Kreider  

Volunteer tutor  

Jon Lew  3768 

Science & math 

Iris Meyers 3750 

Spanish 

Mary Ruane 3764 

Master Teacher & computer  

classes 

Karen McCredie 3759 

Master Teacher 

  

TEAM Program 

Chuck Ford 3799 

Teacher 

Nikole Denton 3753 

Teacher 

  

Support Staff 

Lynn Burnes 3794 

School Secretary 

Renee Glenn 3761 

Clerk IV 

Julie Gannon 3779 

College/Career Counselor 

Susan Berkhout 3757 

Counselor 

Tiarre Welsh 3762 

BACR Therapist 
 

TUHSD Board 

Members 
Monica Bonny  

Cindy McCauley  

Susan Schmidt 

Bob Walter  

John Wright  

Lauren Mahoney, Redwood 

Lauren Infante, Tamiscal 

Jon Demegillo, Tamalpais 

Tommy Comings, Drake 

Gianna Taravella, San Andreas  
 

TUHSD 

Superintendent 
Dr. Laurie Kimbrel  

Tamisca l  t imes 

School Calendar 
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Mission Statement of the Tamalpais Union High School District 

The District is dedicated to the development of creative, passionate, and self-motivated learners. Upon gradua-
tion, students will be prepared for engaged citizenship and able to contribute individually and collaboratively in 

order to address the challenges of a dynamic and diverse world. To these ends, all students will demonstrate 
mastery of core competencies and will be offered meaningful learning experiences to enable them to access 

and critically analyze information, pose substantive questions, and communicate effectively.  
(Adopted by the Board 25-August-2009) 

Month M T W Th F Sa Su    

OCTOBER 3 4 5* 6 7 8 9 Wed 10/05/2011 Minimum Day―no afternoon students 

2011 10 11 12 13 14 15 16    

 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Mon 10/17/2011 Staff Development Day― no students 

 24 25 26 27 28 29 30    

 31                   

NOVEMBER   1 2 3 4 5 6 Fri 11/04/2011 End of Grading Period 2 

2011 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Fri 11/11/2011 Veterans Day Holiday 

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20    

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 Wed-Fri 11/23-25/2011 Thanksgiving Recess 

 28 29 30             

DECEMBER       1 2 3 4       

2011 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Mon-Fri 12/05-09/2011 Final Exams & Book return @ Tamiscal 

 12 13 14* 15* 16* 17 18 Fri 12/16/2011 End of 1st Semester 

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Mon-Mon 12/19/2011- Winter Recess 

 26 27 28 29 30 31     1/2/2012   

JANUARY             1    

2012 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Tue 01/03/2012 Teacher Work Day―no students 

 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Wed 01/04/2012 lst day of 2nd Semester 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Fri 01/06/2012 All School Assembly 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 Fri 01/13/2012 Staff Development Day―no students 

 30 31           Mon 01/16/2012 Martin Luther King Day Holiday 

FEBRUARY     1* 2 3 4 5 Wed 02/01/2012 Minimum Day―no afternoon students 

2012 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Fri 02/10/2012 End of Grading Period 4 

 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Mon 02/20/2012 Presidents Day 

 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 Tue-Thu 02/21-23/2012 Recess Days 

 27 28 29         Fri 02/24/2012 Lincoln's Day  

MARCH       1 2 3 4       

2012 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Tue-Wed 03/13-14/2012 CAHSEE 

 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Thu 03/15/2012 Open House 6 pm 

 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Mon 03/19/2012 Staff Development Day― no students 

 26 27 28 29 30 31   Fri 03/30/2012 End of Grading Period 5 

APRIL 2 3 4 5 6 7 8       

2012 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 Mon-Fri 04/09-13/2012 Spring Recess 

 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Mon-Fri 04/16-20/2012 Star Testing 

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29    

 30                   

MAY   1 2 3 4 5 6    

2012 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Mon 05/28/2012 Memorial Day Holiday 

 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Tue-Fri 05/29/2012- Finals Week & book return @ Tamiscal 

 21 22 23 24 25 26 27  06/01/2012  

 28 29 30 31       Wed 05/30/2012 Mock Senate 2-5 & /Sr. Dinner 5pm 

JUNE         1 2 3 Mon 06/04/2012 Grad. Practice 1 pm 

2012 4 5 6* 7* 8* 9 10 Tue 06/05/2012 Graduation 5 pm Marin Art & Garden 

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 Fri 06/08/2012 End of 2nd Semester―LAST DAY 

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24   OF SCHOOL 

  25 26 27 28 29 30   Mon 06/11/2012 Teacher Work Day 

mailto:celsen@tamdistrict.org
mailto:dalexander@tamdistrict.org
mailto:sberkhout@tamdistrict.org
mailto:mcoyne@tamdistrict.org
mailto:estrempek@tamdistrict.org
mailto:rhoward@tamdistrict.org
mailto:jlew@tamdistrict.org
mailto:imeyers@tamdistrict.org
mailto:mruane@tamdistrict.org
mailto:kmccredie@tamdistrict.org
mailto:cford@tamdistrict.org
mailto:ndenton@tamdistrict.org
mailto:lburnes@tamdistrict.org
mailto:rglenn@tamdistrict.org
mailto:jgannon@tamdistrict.org
mailto:sberkhout@tamdistrict.org

